MERIGIEBMUEN - Originally built in 1834 to transport limestone ore from Weardale to
Consett, the 37-mile railway was later owned by that most famous of railway companies, the

Stockton & Darlington. It
seems incredible today
that the lofty, remote
moorland  hamlet of
Waskerley was once a
busy railway centre,
having a locomotive shed
that housed six engines.
Only a few buildings
survive from its heyday,
amongst them the chapel.
The line was closed in
1968. Commencing from
Waskerley Picnic Site,
DH8 9DZ, the 8-mile
(with 705ft of ascent)
YELLOW walk follows
the track-bed to
Castleside. The return
journey passes through a
variety of terrain
including field paths,
quiet lanes, moorland and
woodland tracks.
Hownsgill Viaduct
towers some 46 metres
above the tree canopy of
Knitsley and High House

- Quarries =%, Horsleyhope

=, R : T T "TI.';';\'WI{d_v_Qanb%-w b W NG

".:,FT:‘!"_ I Wood |

£ High ; SR

| x 4 _.____.-’ ”
HDFI!J Hill ¢ @ 3=

x"“ Treatment Works ==
# G _pioler e fives
i attle Grid

(dis) % A Rl A

3 ==l Green o | A /
i / Hill SRy
Wi / ; Bl /
L g | i /
P SV AN tehall
LAl - Moss  /~ |
el < ] i
zr,l_# l; Mown 0? ;-' |
7 a_h____‘_‘;_‘Hetdaws | \_‘}‘. 3 /
7 \ : % === N
f . o T—=
’ /_Lindisfar)
= . S o

3 L I
W Waskerfey g€ -
' Farmi: dﬁ\ Sl

. [ | Waskerley 7~

- N AL el
~ = . HOU““. “/ I . : ol
S - > " ClBee Cottage . o/ N A b
- 5 Fr b " B Frm Lo~/ B oo | I e ez 87207
- 4 'r':-»_..__g;__»_@_us] f Quarries .'Ql' i J Fas S = —= 1 A e ——
O e . \\_‘%) 8\ s 4 S Ayt
{ e e b y K - P e e v
g 5/ 4 R i e | S S =
el - AﬂH(I:\hem. / ‘ M M\ g L \ig Greenfieid 3
= W <] W =D A AN T Banngrs 1 1 eD - Farme )

Woods near Lydgett’s Junction. This is one of the most impressive railway structures in the
North East. There are stunning views across Smiddy Shaw, Waskerley and Hisehope
reservoirs. The variety of habitats allows a great number of plants and animals to live here.
Animals include red and black grouse, merlin, adder, slow worm and butterflies such as
small pearl bordered fritillary, orange tip, dark green fritillary and dingy skipper. Some of

the rarer plants include frog orchid, melancholy thistle and remotes edge.
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