
Seaham Coast and Hawthorn Dene (Approx 7 miles with 626ft of ascent) 

 

The Durham Heritage Coast has emerged from its industrial past to an area worthy of Heritage Coast status.  

This coastal path leads you through natural, historical and geological interest with stunning views along the 

coastline and out across the North Sea.  

This part of the coast has been affected by constant change, both natural and manmade, but it has always been a 

special place for nature lovers.  The underlying geology is Magnesian Limestone with boulder clay above 

which supports fantastic grassland with wonderful plants and other wildlife, including the special Durham 

Argus Butterfly that can be seen during summer months.  

Coal mining was the dominant industry in the area throughout the 20thC but following the closure of the pits in 

the early 1990’s considerable efforts have been put into restoring the coastal grasslands leading to a recreated 

coastal landscape. Along the route you will still see remnants of the colliery spoil that despoiled the beaches for 

over 100 years.   



The walk will start at North Terrace at Seaham, near to the famous 9ft steel statue of a 1
st
  World War soldier 

“Tommy” created by Ray Lonsdale.  The postcode is SR7 7EU.  There is parking next to the statue (and extra 

parking nearby on waste land opposite Costa Coffee). The Byron Shopping centre is located within walking 

distance and there are public toilets both in Asda and the Centre itself.  There is also a Costa Coffee nearby with 

toilet.  

The walk will begin from the car park, turn left and continue along road for 1 mile toward Noses Point, passing 

Seaham North Dock on the left.  After 1 mile route will bear left, leaving the main road  - signposted “Noses 

Point”.   Noses Point was the site of the former Dawdon Colliery but is now a gateway to the most tranquil 

section of the Heritage Coast. On a clear day you can see down to Whitby.   

After approx. 1/3 mile the path will come to a car park and the walk will begin proper around the cliff tops with 

stunning views onto the sea.  This will continue for approx. 2 miles and will then turn off, crossing the main 

railway line into Hawthorn Woods.    Hawthorn Woods includes lime loving species such as elm, ash and large 

numbers of mature native yew on the northern slopes.  Snowdrops, wild garlic and bluebells carpet the 

woodland in Sping.  There are jay, treecreeper and great spotted woodpecker and roe deer. The route through 

the Woods is circular (3.6 kilometers) and there is also the opportunity to see the impressive railway viaduct 

onto Hawthorn Hive.  The route will then return back to the cliff top to retrace steps back to the car park.   

On way back, depending upon weather there is the opportunity to walk along the beach, next to the sea.  Please 

note there is a steep path down to the beach and back up.   

At the end of the walk there is the opportunity to have lunch/bar meal at “Humbles”,  café/restaurant near to 

“Tommy” opposite the car park. 

Easiest way to get to “Tommy” – On A19 both South and North bound – take the Dalton Park, Murton turn off.   

If south bound – Turn left at top of slip road and follow road down to coast (with sea in front of you). Keep sea 

on your right and follow road, pass Asda on left and Tommy is next on left.  If northbound on A19 – after slip 

road, turn right at roundabout so sea is in front of you.  Follow above directions. 


