
Braithwaite - The village was once a much larger, industrial community - home to miners, woolen-millers and pencil-makers. The Cumberland Pencil Company 
had a factory here from 1868 until 1898, when a fire resulted in its demolition and the transfer of manufacturing to Keswick. Approaching Keswick along the A66 
it is the North-western fells, rising west of the town, principally Eel Crag and Grisedale Pike, that draw most avid attention. The suggested classic Lakeland 9-
mile [RED] Coledale Skyline walk (with 4058ft of ascent) offers members a high-level circuit around the glaciated valley of Coledale, following delightful ridge 
paths over a succession of summits tightly embracing the skyline of Coledale and includes the summits of Grisedale Pike, Hopegill Head, Sail, Outerside and Barrow. 
The summits of Grasmoor & Grisedale Pike may easily be included and early descents are also available - any made from the head of Coledale includes views and 
splendid waterfalls pouring over the precipitous Force Crag. 

Grisedale Pike 2.5miles 2241ft ascent 2hr 15mins 
Hopegill Head 3.6miles 2690ft ascent 3hrs 
Crag Hill 4.8miles 3481ft ascent 4hr 5mins 
Outerside 6.5miles 3832ft ascent 5hr 5mins 
Barrow 7.7miles 4052ft ascent 5hr 45mins 
Braithwaite 9.1miles 4058ft ascent 6hr 30mins 

 

 
From Keswick the summit of Barrow catches the eye almost as much as the higher one of Causey Pike. Outerside on the other hand is largely 
hidden from this angle but is higher and a fine fell in its own right. As they are not part of the Coledale Skyline, this results in these summits being 
relatively unvisited (and part of their attraction). However, the magnificent views on offer throughout means that this alternative 6-
mile [BLACK] route (with 1775ft of ascent) offers an ideal introduction to walking in the English Lake District. 
 

 



 



 


